36                    THE VICTORIAN AGE
" a sound metaphysic, supported by a severe psychology,"
had corrected the effects of the prevailing philosophy of
sensation of the eighteenth century, and had produced
a sound system of morals and politics.1 He had an excel-
lent course of lectures on the philosophic ecossaise, which
appeared in book form in 1857. The gist of the lectures
was issued in 1842 in an excellent book Ltfons dc philosophie
sur Kant. This book was published in England, in an
English translation (" Chapman's Quarterly " series), in
1854. Cousin's greatest work, Du Vrai, du beau, el du bien,
was published in 1854, and went through over twenty
editions in the next twenty years.
After the July Revolution (1830), the high cultured
bourgeoisie of France seemed to have entered the Promised
Land. Plato's ideal of philosophers becoming kings, or at
any rate statesmen, was nearly realized. Roycr-Collard,
Cousin's teacher, was President of the Chamber of Depu-
ties in 1828, and thereafter was actively in politics until
1842. Victor Cousin was nominated a peer of France in
1832, and thus sat in the Upper House in the monarchy of
Louis-Philippe. Guizot, a philosophic historian, and one
of the most brilliant lecturers in the University of Paris,
had the portfolio of Foreign Affairs in the Soult-Guizot
Ministry of 1840-47, and was Prime Minister from 1847 to
1848. Barthelemy Saint-Hilaire, Professor of Greek and
Roman Philosophy in the Coltegede France from 1839
to 1851, and author of important works in Aristotelian
scholarship, was a member of the National Assembly in
the Second French Republic (1848-51). Imprisoned by
Napoleon III at the coup d'etat of 1851, and keeping vigor-
ously to his Aristotelian and Sanskrit studies under the
Second Empire, Barthelemy Saint-Hilairc reappeared in
politics as a member of the National Assembly of Bordeaux
in 1871. A distinguished political career was crowned by
his becoming Minister of Foreign Affairs in Jules Ferry's
1 V. Cousin, Philosophie (cosscnse (1857 edition), pp. 10-11,